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DATZ:

The Honorable David Packardc

TO:
FROM
SUBJECT g
REMARKS '
§
i
Attached is an informal memordan- i
dum on the impact of the floods in

North Vietnam which I thought you
might find of interest. :

George A. Carver, Jr.

Special Assmtant for Vietnamese Affairs ';:

Attachment

Gpe:TAY

-l /; Lo

//7 s/
Approved For Release 2005/08/12 : CIA- RDP8ORO172( q607 tﬁ/ ,{9 e



ApprovégFor Release 2005/08/12 : CIA-RDP8OR®1720R000700020014-4

~38365

=ion of North Vietnam's ECONCHY
P A A

.
General
) L. Nor+h Vietnam has made very limited progress thus :
far in recovering from damage and disruption caused by th
August floods. A signi icant part of the delay has been
due to the fact that most ~as fiooded in August were still
inundated in late Septenbder. Gradual recession of flocd
waters in October should permlt & systematic recovery effort.
This effort will focus on tas fransportation system and on ;
agriculture.
Transporcation

2. Hanoi's hicghest priority is devoted to clearing the
country's main rall artex: . On 2% Seouamoer, photog _acﬂJ
shows that throuch trazfiic ©O Communist China oa the Hanoi- :
Dong Dang line is still obstructed out shipments can be moved
by way of the Thal Nguyen bYypDaES. he last of several land-
slides on the Hanoi-Lao Cai line to :da northwest are being
cieared and throuch traffic can be resambc shortly. Tn
southern rail line to Vinn hes been open d by repalr :o a
pridge at Ninh Binh. Rail traffic from Hanoi o Hal oncng
was obstructed by water on 20 September and current steatus ..
of this 1line is unkncwn. Thotography shows breaks in “he .
secondary road system f00 numerous to count. & continuing
reconstruction efifort will be reaguired on these seconda *y
arteries because they also are ecsential for orderly commerce.
Agriculture

3. In flooded agr:culturaT areas the stress given earlier
o replanting damaged rice has shifted to planting secondary @
crops on any available drv land. The normal deadline for
planting 10th month rice is mid-August although Hanol claims
chat it has been planted in the past as late as 21 September.

- is now clear that hopes fox *cblanulng mach of the 10tna
month rice have been das ed. »rovinces not affected ov the
floods are being prodded to aximize vields with judicious
cultivation and increased use of fertiliger and to protect
+he crop from insects and disease. Efforts are also being

made to increc.s animal breeding stock to meke up for losses
in the floods.
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mendatory in order

: month this task
nloy ‘zble manpower, including

miiitary units. Repair of the secondary dike SYSLCMS, on
+he other hand, can be stretched out until the soring of

1972 with most of the work emploving peasant labor during
slack agricultural periods. Probabiy the most critical

ater conservation pvoblCﬂ confronting North Vietnam for
the next few months will be ~WeaT;ng washed out or silted-in
irrigation and drainage ditches and restoring flooded punoing
stations, a great number Of which appear to have been damaged.
In thelr nor -mal mode of operation, pumping stations remove
water from fields during the wet season and provide the water
essential for irrigation during the dry season. Manpower for
part of the clean—ub effort apparently will be ooualned from
schools, at the cost of acacdemic achievement for the year.
On 27 September, Yham Dan printed a di rective ordering students
to help plant crops and participate in flood recovery wWork.

~C con tain €
seems ©o have emploved al

Industry

5. Most industrial product ion operations Drooably were
resumed we;l before the end of September althouch soI remain
idle due €O transportation bottlenecks. Press stac emvnus
report that & few factories were still out. of operation as
late as mid-September, and p“oLoafaoa] of 20 September shows |
that the entire Viet Tri Chemlcal pomolex and the Phu Tho
Fertilizer Plant were idle, pogsibly due O cuts in the
Hanoi-Lao Cai rail line. The amount of down-time suffered
generally by incustry cannot yet be measured with confidence
but the period seems likely to have iasted from 2 to 4 wev“s.
Health

6. The Hanol regime appea +c +o have acted quickly and
effectively to stem hazards to health and the outbreak of
epidemnics. Considerable attention has been given to informing
the populace of dangers in drinking pOLTuted water, eating
SpPO led foods, and the need to combat breeding of flies and

Approved For Rellgése.Z_.q.(_)‘S (08/12 : CIA-RDP80R01720R000700020014-4

25X1



25X1.

noag R

, T
cno-Lerla
=

aSsSisT

dallvere
A o~ <
The Bri

cou;t
ious heal

I/0V
13 October 1971

Approved For Release 200

i
Lol

-.v\--).ql.‘i i

00700020014-4

zan nade available for
n01li0c; prokably with the
che USSR, Both countries
gcorting in late August.
g that some f£lood victims
souatcter shacks and press
eshift housing accommodatio
ry. On balance, however, there

¢h threat to the nation.
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22 Oct 71
The Director

GACarver,Jr.

Secretary Laird's Travel Plans

Per our conversation, I called
General Pursley after lunch.
Secretary Laird's travel plans are
as follows: On Sunday, 24 October,
he leaves for Europe to attend the
Nuclear Planning Group session,
from which he will return to
Washington on Friday, 29 October.
The following Tuesday, 2 November,
he leaves on a trip to Southeast Asia --
principally Vietnam -- from which he
will return to Washington on Monday,
8 November.

George A. Carver, Jr.
Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affairs
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